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The conservation of natural entities like animal species, plants, habitats, landscapes - even the planet as a whole - has become an 
urgent practical issue. This talk aims at analyzing the theoretical debate about the justification of conservation policies and in 
particular the concept of value implied in such justification. The general thesis is that value is essentially a "person-affecting" 
concept and accordingly the debate about bio-conservation necessarily raises the question "for whom?". The anthropocentric 
character of this analysis of value does not imply an instrumental attitude to the natural environment and is compatible with the 
widespread view about the intrinsic value of some species, habitats and landscapes. But it denies the conceptual possibility of 
nature having value independently of the existence of human beings. Nevertheless, the inextinguishable human aspiration for self-
transcendence constantly draws us to the ascription of value to nature from "an impersonal" point of view. For the value of our very 
existence as a species cannot be given meaning within a purely person-affecting conception. 
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